An unexpected difficult laryngoscopy.
A case of unexpected difficult laryngoscopy in a patient with gross hydrocephalus and generalized hypertonus is described. The 30-month-old girl had no antecedent history of such difficulty, having had two recent uneventful anaesthetics. We suggest that the reason for our inability to open the patient's mouth was a result of contracture of the temporalis muscle. The patient was managed using a laryngeal mask airway with controlled ventilation.